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FIRST CASUALTIES IN THE CARAVAN 
Submitted by admin on November 11, 2009 – 7:51 pmNo Comment 

 
This was the 3rd day of the competition and the harshness of the mountains has already caused the 
first casualties in the Estoril Portugal XPD Race, forcing 7 teams – out of the 59 that started – to 
abandon the race. Title holders – New Zealand’s “Orion Health” – are still well placed in front, 
closely followed by the North-American “Nike/Beaver Creek”. 
Racing into the depth of the Portuguese highlands, the 3rd day of the adventure racing world 
championship – Estoril Portugal XPD Race – has taken charge of enforcing natural selection among 
the 59 teams that came from 25 different nations for the competition.
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Through hills up high and valleys down low, teams went through the Lousã, Açor and Estrela 
mountain ranges on a stage that was done mostly on foot and mountain bike. News on the first 
casualties in the caravan came in the early hours of the day; Team Finland, one of the favourite 
teams, were forced to quit due to one of their members injured foot. Team leader Tommi Putkuri 
said “I still can’t believe we stepped down from favourites to mere spectators!…”. One of the seven 
official withdrawals so far, is the Portuguese “Team Ippon”; all other Portuguese teams are still 
racing. 
Positively surprised by the extreme beauty of the landscape and the warmth of the people (there was 
even a surprise meal waiting for the teams at Fajão last night), the North-American “Nike/Beaver 
Creek” are taking the lead. Mike Kloser, describes their first three days of the race; “We are 
impressed with the harshness of the track as we honestly expected to be going faster. For now our 
strategy is to collect all the checkpoints, but it hasn’t been easy so far.”. World champions (Team 
Orion Health – New Zealand) are also well positioned in the race and may still be able to revalidate 
their title. 
Photos by Paulo Calisto 
via Press Release 
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AR World Series » 
Helly Hansen / Prunesco Wins the World Championships 

 
Ocean waves crashed to my right; more waves to my left. I sat on a narrow spit of beach with the 
Atlantic to either side. The beach landscape here was stunning, with sandstone formations and pillars 
of rock jutting up at extreme angles. It’s as if rock structures from the Utah desert had been 
magically transported to the ocean side. This was the scenic finish to the 2009 Adventure Racing 
World Championship, and while the race organizers took heat for their unorthodox race format, 
nobody can question their selection of dramatic race finish locations. 
For a specific look at the race format, see this piece published earlier today. 
More articles » 
Race Updates » 
La Ruta de los Conquistadores – Stage 3 

 
Monavie-Cannondale team worked their way up the volcanoes on Stage 3. Tinker Juarez did an 
outstanding climb towards the Irazú Volcano, he ascended like it was his last climb. 
Jeremiah Bishop followed Juarez with a gap of close to 3 minutes along with Deiber Esquivel and 
Marc Trayter, both trying to break the trio apart and move upfront on the hunt for Tinker.  
More articles » 
Latest Video Post 
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Sleepmonsters RSS Race Report 

 
Adventure Racing World Championship Portugal 2009 - Smart, Fast and Angry; Winning the World 
Championships  - Warren Bates didn't have much to say on the finish line ... but now he's had a 
while to think about the World Champs win ...  
A challenge to the ubiquitous SIGG water bottle?  - For winter 2009, Primus launches the first wide-
mouth drinking bottles made from stainless steel and equipped with a smart dual lid  
The Everest Marathon - Getting the Knack of the Naks   - Four Twin Otter flights took off as the sun 
rose and we had a smooth, clear fight to Lukla ...  
Ecomotion/Pro 2009 Adventure Racing World Championship - Race Starts in Serra do CipÃ³  -
 Trekking across the mountains was the first challenge ...  
Four Score at Triple Challenge  - Superb showings during 2009 at the Msinsi AR Sprint Series, as 
well as the Dusi and Fish River Canoe marathons, culminated this week in a grand finale for the 
CHANGE A LIFE Squad at the prestigious Triple Challenge. 
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Adventure World Magazine is the official magazine of the United States Adventure Racing 
Association. The USARA has expanded the adventure athlete market and sustained the growth of 
multi-sport racing and endurance events for over 10 years.  
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is to promote an appreciation of the 
outdoors and healthy lifestyles in 
children through positive outdoor 
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